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Abstract


Aryl iodides play an important role in synthetic organic chemistry as they are frequently utilized in cross-coupling reactions and in oxidation processes using hypervalent iodine compounds. Their synthesis is, however, often cumbersome and may lead to unwanted side products. Here, we report on an improved protocol for the aryl Finkelstein reaction in which dehalogenation is prevented by addition of zinc iodide in lieu of copper(I). Generally, electron-poor ortho-bromo methyl benzoates, amides, and even unprotected phenols are well-suited for this method.
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