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Summary


Uncontrolled activation of matrix metalloproteinases (MMPs) can result in tissue injury and inflammation, yet little is known about the activation of MMPs during orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT). OLT is associated with increased fibrinolytic activity due to elevated plasmin generation. The serine-protease plasmin not only causes degradation of fibrin clots but is also thought, amongst others, to play a role in the activation of some matrix metalloproteinases. We therefore studied the evolution of MMP-2 and -9 plasma concentrations during OLT and the effect of serine-protease inhibition by aprotinin on the level and activation of these MMPs. In a group of 24 patients who participated in a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled study we determined serial MMP-2 and MMP-9 plasma levels during transplantation using ELISA (total MMP), activity assays (activatable MMP) and zymography. In addition, the MMP-inhibitors TIMP-1 and TIMP-2 were assessed by ELISA. The putative regulating factors tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-α) and tissue-type plasminogen activator (t-PA) were assessed as well. Patients were administered high-dose aprotinin, regular-dose aprotinin or placebo during surgery. Plasma TIMP-1, TIMP-2 and MMP-2 level gradually decreased during transplantation. Approximately twothirds of total MMP-2 appeared to be in its activatable proMMP form. No release of MMP-2 from the graft could be detected. In contrast, plasma levels of MMP-9 increased sharply during the anhepatic and postreperfusion periods. Peak MMP-9 levels of about eight times above baseline were found at 30 minutes after reperfusion. Most MMP-9 appeared to be in its active/inhibitorcomplexed form. No significant differences were observed between the three treatment groups. However, in patients with more severe ischemia/reperfusion (I/R) injury the MMP-9 concentration, particularly of the active/inhibitor-complexed form, remained high at 120 minutes postreperfusion compared to patients with no or mild I/R injury. The decrease in plasma levels of MMP-2,TIMP-1 and TIMP-2 during OLT occurred irrespective of the severity of the I/R injury. There was a significant correlation between MMP-9 and t-PA levels, but not with TNF-α. In conclusion, OLT is associated with a sharp increase of MMP-9 during the anhepatic and postreperfusion periods, which coincided with the changes in t-PA. MMP-2, TIMP-1 and TIMP-2 gradually decreased during OLT. The composition of these MMPs was not altered by the use of aprotinin, suggesting that serine–protease/plasmin-independent pathways are responsible for MMP regulation during OLT. In addition, only MMP-9 seems to be involved in I/R injury during human liver transplantation.
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