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          [[author photo]]
          [[author photo]]The location and the intricate functional and aesthetic details of the head and neck region are such that slight alterations are devastatingly noticeable. Basic daily activities and human interactions are significantly influenced by facial appearance, facial expression, and speech production. The rudimentary functions of eating, drinking, and breathing are set in motion in this region. Vital organs are protected and selectively isolated from invading organisms and external forces. Traumatic, oncologic, and infectious etiologies result in a variety of defects that challenge us to restore form and function to match that of the missing or deformed parts. In no other region are our results as much on display as those of the head and neck. Above and beyond, asymmetries in facial features alone are a clue into an imperfect reconstruction. Reconstructing this region is quite unforgiving, yet excitingly challenging. 

Free tissue transfer has become an indispensable tool in dealing with defects of the head and neck region. With excellent success rates, better instrumentation, and a deep understanding of anatomic features, complex composite defects can be reconstructed, often in a single stage, to a level unfathomable nearly three decades ago. As we all continue our journey for a better understanding and continued improvement, we are fortunate to be able to put on display the concepts and methods of several of the worlds' experts who have had proven successes. Several important topics are covered with a strong focus on free tissue transfer and its applications for head and neck reconstruction. The topics are divided and placed in two separate issues. Both are complementary in bringing the reader to the level we are at today with head and neck reconstruction and in detailing the most up-to-date methods of reconstructing select regions of the head and neck area. Some of the articles introduce us and educate us to future potential techniques that are and might be available to head and neck reconstructive surgeons. 

We feel fortunate to have read and learned from these authors who have a true insight and understanding of head and neck reconstruction. We hope that you will feel the same. 
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