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Abstract

Chiral cationic palladium(II) 2-(phosphinophenyl)pyridine (1a) complex was found to be an effective
catalyst for asymmetric Baeyer-Villiger oxidation of prochiral
cyclobutanones. For example, good and excellent enantioselectivities
(80% and >99% ees) were achieved in the
reactions of 3-phenylcyclobutanone and a tricyclic cyclobutanone,
respectively.
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(14.8 mg, 91%). The enantiomeric excess of the product
was determined to be 80% ee by HPLC analysis using chiral
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