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Abstract

        

          
Background: To assess the role of gemcitabine (G) or gemcitabine-containing regimens (GCR) in advanced soft tissue sarcoma (STS), we analyzed the response rate and the time-to-progression (TTP) in advanced STS patients (pts) following G/GCR treatment. Patients and Methods: From 8/98 to 12/01, 38 pts were treated with G alone (N = 9), or GCR including docetaxel (N=14); cisplatin (N = 13); or vinorelbine or paclitaxel (N = 2). Histologies included advanced STS in 32 pts and gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST) in 6 pts. Thirty-three pts including 27 STS pts had been pre-treated with a median of two prior regimens. Therapy consisted of a median of 3 cycles (range: 1 - 13) of G/GCR at a median G dose/application of 909 mg/m2 infused over 30 min. Results: Among the 32 non-GIST pts, there were 5 partial (15.6 %) and 2 minor (6 %) responses, with a median response duration of 17.8 + (range, 15.5 + - 63 +) weeks. In the group of 27 pre-treated STS pts, 3 partial (11 %) and 2 minor (7 %) responses were observed. With a median follow-up of 26 weeks, the median time-to-progression (TTP) was 18.4 weeks. Progression-free rates at 8, 12, and 24 weeks among pre-treated STS pts. were 73 %, 68 %, and 35 %, respectively. Conclusion: The response and PF rates observed in this analysis are comparable to those previously described for second-line anthracyclines and DTIC. Given the     limited number of active cytostatic drugs for STS pts, these data suggest further evaluation of G or G-containing regimens in advanced STS.
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