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Letter to Editor

Dear Editor,

The delivery of reliable and accessible water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) services across the world has been identified 
as an important global public health priority.[1] In fact, the 
Sustainable Development Goal 6 targets to accomplish the 
availability and persistent management of water and sanitation 
facilities for all and to abolish the practice of open defecation.[2] 
However, the ground reality is that millions of people are still 
compelled to drink contaminated water, not finding adequate 
water to wash their hands, and are still practicing open-air 
defecation.[2] However, it is quite disheartening that millions 
of people across the world are exposed to life-threatening 
infections only because we are falling short in our actions.[1,2] 
We have to admit that these are quite alarming estimates which 
emphasize the need to take more dedicated efforts to improve 
the existing scenario.[1-3]

The available data suggest that most of the nations have come 
up with comprehensive WASH plans, including the average 
cost for implementation of the same.[4] However, it is surprising 
that more than 85% of the nations have no or limited financial 
support to implement these plans.[4,5] It has been defined that 
a nation will be considered as having sufficient financial 
resources only when they have more than 75% of the amount of 
money which has been specified to implement national plans.[4] 
Owing to the insufficient funding, we are lagging extremely 
behind in terms of the targets to be accomplished, especially 
because of the lack of resources and support.[5]

On the similar lines, despite the establishment of norms and 
frequency of assessment for drinking/waste water, close to 90% 
of nations are not adhering to them in urban settings itself.[4] 
Moreover, the regulatory agencies have failed to take remedial 
actions against the offenders.[2] The encouraging sign is that in 
order to accomplish the specified goals, the policymakers have 
taken steps to align the essential elements, including setting 
higher targets for safely managed drinking water and sanitation 
facilities.[2,4] In fact, nations have been successful in delivering 
better WASH services after the institution of holistic plans and 
supporting the same with resources.[4]

In addition, measures have been taken to reach the vulnerable 
population groups so that everyone can utilize the available 
services.[3] Further, the external agencies have also started 

giving priority toward the strengthening of WASH systems, 
including in the health‑care facilities.[3,4] Even though a gradual 
increase in support has been reported, nevertheless, we are yet to 
see improvement in the concerned indicators and health status.[4]

In conclusion, it has become the need of the hour to advocate 
and ensure that investment in the form of financial support and 
human resources has to be done to improve and strengthen 
WASH services across the world, not only with an aim to 
accomplish global development goals, but also to lay down 
the foundations for a stable, safe, and progressive society.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

Saurabh RamBihariLal Shrivastava, Prateek Saurabh Shrivastava1

Department of Community Medicine, Vice Principal Curriculum, Member of the 
Medical Education Unit and Institute Research Council, Shri Sathya Sai Medical 
College and Research Institute, Sri Balaji Vidyapeeth – Deemed to be University, 

1Department of Community Medicine, Shri Sathya Sai Medical College and 
and Research Institute, Sri Balaji Vidyapeeth – Deemed to be University, 

Ammapettai, Nellikuppam, Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu, India

Address for correspondence: Dr. Saurabh RamBihariLal Shrivastava, 
Department of Community Medicine, Shri Sathya Sai Medical College and 
Research Institute, Sri Balaji Vidyapeeth (SBV) – Deemed to be University, 

Tiruporur ‑ Guduvancherry Main Road, Ammapettai, Nellikuppam, Chengalpattu, 
Kancheepuram ‑ 603 108, Tamil Nadu, India.  

E‑mail: drshrishri2008@gmail.com

RefeRences
1. Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J. Improving the drinking 

water supply universally and bridging the existing gaps. Ann Trop Med 
Public Health 2017;10:529-30.

2. World Health Organization. Weak Systems and Funding Gaps 
Jeopardize Drinking-Water and Sanitation in the World’s Poorest 
Countries. World Health Organization; 2019. Available from: https://
www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-08-2019-weak- systems-and-fundin
g-gaps-jeopardize-drinking-water-and-sanitation-in-the-world%E2%80
%99s-poorest-countries. [Last accessed on 2019 Aug 31].

3. Humphrey JH. Reducing the user burden in WASH interventions for 
low-income countries. Lancet Glob Health 2019;7:e1158-9.

4. World Health Organization, UN-Water. UN-Water Global Analysis 
and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) 2019 
Report - National Systems to Support Drinking-Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene - Global Status Report. 2019. Geneva: World Health 

Bridging the Gap to Meet the Global Targets of Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene Services: World Health Organization

Article published online: 2022-06-10



Letter to Editor

Libyan International Medical University Journal ¦ Volume 4 ¦ Issue 2 ¦ July_December 201990

Organization Press; 2019. p. 1-24.
5. Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J. Necessity to augment 

the financial investment in the water, sanitation, and hygiene services 
worldwide. Environ Dis 2017;2:67-8.

Access this article online

Quick Response Code:
Website:  
journal.limu.edu.ly

DOI:  
10.4103/LIUJ.LIUJ_19_19

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, which allows others to 
remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit 
is given and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

How to cite this article: Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS. Bridging the gap 
to meet the global targets of water, sanitation, and hygiene services: World 
Health Organization. Libyan Int Med Univ J 2019;4:89-90.

Received: 30-08-2019 Accepted: 09-10-2019
Published Online: 30-12-2019
© 2019 Libyan International Medical University Journal | Published by Wolters Kluwer -  Medknow


