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FROMTHEEDITOR

A Thank You Note From The Editor 

Elmahdi A. Elkhammas

TheOhioStateUniversity,DepartmentofSurgery,Columbus,Ohio,USA

We have come to the end of 2009 with a well-received
journal.Iwouldliketostartbythankingourreviewers.We
electedtochoosesenioracademic,experiencedreviewers
from the beginning. I have received very few regrets or
notificationsthatourreviewerswouldbeunabletoreview
articles.Wewereabletogatherawidebaseofreviewers
from different specialties and countries. All were very
cooperativeandagreedtoreviewforanewjournal.Their
efforts have been outstanding. Some of the manuscripts
required several revisions.Someneededmajorhelpwith
language.Othersrequiredalmostrewritingofthereferences
becausetheywerenotorganizedinVancouverstyle.Many
senioracademicreviewerswerebusytostartwithyettook
thetimetoreviewforournewjournal.
I amvery impressedwith the junior reviewers too.They
were able to learn and assist at the same time. It was
pleasingtowatchthegrowthandmaturityofthesejunior
reviewerswhoquicklylearnedtheirrole.Inthebeginning,
manyreviewersweretaskedtoooftenyetcompletedtheir
requestswithoutcomplaining.
Westartedwithonecopyeditor.Shedidanoutstandingjob
andcontinuedtodoso.Nowwehavefewotherswhoare
doingagreatjobtoo.Copyeditingisalengthyprocessand
requiresdedication.Wearefortunatetohavethisdedicated

team. For people who are familiar with copy editing, it
reallyisachallengetoeditamanuscriptwrittenbyauthors
forwhomEnglishisnottheirprimarylanguage.
Wedonothavemanyproofreadersbutthefewwehavedid
agreatjobandremainedbusyformuchofthetime.They
are tasked to themaximum.We are looking to get them
helpsoon.
Our members of the editorial board were certainly the
backbone behind launching the journal. Most of them
haveworkedveryhardtoinformcolleaguesaboutthenew
journalandcalledformanuscripts.Severalofthemhave
donetheinitialreviewsandhavehelpedmewitheditorial
process. I know they have done that in addition to their
busyworkduties.Somehavebeenbusyandwereunableto
helpwhichwasunderstandable,andtheirsupportismuch
appreciated.
I would really like to thank all of the above and other
supporters for their dedication and hard work. I would
liketorenewthecommitmentoftheEIC,DeputyEditor,
Associate Editor, and the Editorial Board for helping
authorsgloballyaswellasforrecruitingandtrainingfuture
reviewers.
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