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LETTER TO EDITOR

Fconomic and outcome
following severe head
Injury

Sir,

The recent publication economic outcome following severe
head injury is very interesting.!! Dhandapani et al. reported
that “In patients of severe head injury, lower economic
status is significantly associated with unfavorable outcome
at three months, independent of other factors”. Focusing
on this finding, there are some questions for discussion.
Whether this finding indicates the difference in quality of
neurosurgery case management is a big question. Indeed, the
case with poor underlying socioeconomic status might have
poor physiological underlying that lead to poor outcome.
However, the question is on the equity of case management. If
there is inequity in care provision, it can be a problematic and
ethical issue for consideration. In a recent report on following
surgical procedure for traumatic injuries, it was reported that
“The likelihood of placement in a rehabilitation center was
significantly impacted by both race and insurance status”.?
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