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ABSTRACT

        
As is true for all areas of the face, the etiology of perioral aging is multifactorial and necessitates a comprehensive approach if correction is to be optimal. Infraorbital aging in the midface is characterized by descent of soft tissue, loss of tissue volume, change in anatomy of the nasolabial fold, and deepening of orbicularis wrinkles. As the midface descends and deflates, there is concomitant lengthening and thinning of the upper lip and subtle descent of the lateral oral commissure. The technique used by the authors addresses midfacial aging using vertical elevation and fixation of malar soft tissue combined with redraping (tightening) of the orbicularis muscle. The important technical point regarding perioral rejuvenation is that the tendonous origins of the zygomaticus major and minor and the levator labii superioris are components of the cheek soft tissue complex that is vertically elevated. This anatomic fact creates at least the possibility that, along with some elevation of the oral commissure, shortening of the upper lip can occur. 
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