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Abstract

Efficient synthesis of homocarbonyltopsentine Ia,
starting from readily available triiodoimidazole 9 and
3-formylindoles 2 and 18 is
described. The key steps of the synthesis are selective halogen-metal
exchanges at the imidazole nucleus and subsequent addition to formylated
indoles.


Key words

indoles - metalation - regioselectivity - addition
reactions - alkaloids
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