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Augusto Pellegrini (~Fig. 1) was born on June 26, 1877, in
Fucecchio, Italy. He graduated as a medical doctor from the
Department of Medicine, Institute of Advanced Practical and
Specialized Studies of Florence, and worked in various

Fig. 1 Photograph of Augusto Pellegrini.
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This history page in the series “Leaders in MSK Radiology” is dedicated to the memory
and achievements of the Italian surgeon Augusto Pellegrini, whose name is partially
associated with the medical eponym Pellegrini-Stieda disease.

remote institutions in Northern Italy, both as a clinician
and a researcher.?

In 1906, Pellegrini was appointed head surgeon at the
United Hospitals of Citta di Castello in Umbria and a year later
as director of Marradi Hospital in Tuscany, a position he held
until 1913. From 1907 on, he became affiliated with the
Institute of General Surgery of Florence, first as an assistant
and in 1910 as a lecturer in operative medicine.

In 1913, he became head of the Institute of Surgery at the
University of Perugia and leading surgeon and director of the
Mellino Mellini Hospital in Chiari in Lombardy until he
retired.

During the First World War, the hospital in Chiari was
converted to a reserve military hospital. As a medical major,
Pellegrini was entrusted with organizing the care of sick and
wounded military personnel returning from the front.In 1917,
he was also mobilized to the front line in Isonzo and escaped
miraculously from death during the battle of Caporetto.
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As a general surgeon, Pellegrini's main fields of interest
were abdominal, orthopaedic surgery, and traumatology. He
recommended early intervention of appendicitis within 24
to 48 hours of diagnosis to avoid complications. He also
advocated abdominal radiography for the evaluation of the
acute abdomen. Other scientific contributions were related
to liver resection, pancreas cysts, tumor thrombosis of the
inferior vena cava in renal cell carcinoma, and the use of
forceps in gastroenterostomy for intussusception to avoid
hemorrhage, seroprophylaxis, and serotherapy for gas gan-
grene. He recommended the use of ether as a safe anesthesia
and advocated disinfection of the hands solely with alcohol
before each surgical procedure.? Like many of his
contemporaries in medicine, Pellegrini also focused on the
treatment of tuberculosis by establishing dedicated hospitals
in the mountains.?

Due to his extensive experience with amputation during
the First World War, he was in a position to focus his research
on limited limb amputation to create a functional skeletal
stump. Together with Giuliano Vanghetti (1861-1940), Pel-
legrini developed kinematic prostheses of the upper extrem-
ity, also known as kineplasty, enabling the patient to use his
muscles to power the prosthesis.>* For this groundbreaking
work, he was awarded a prize in Venice in 1926 at the
national congress of the Italian Society of Orthopaedics.

Pellegrini was the first to report a case of calcification of
the collateral ligament of the knee in a 36-year-old man who
fell at work on October 6, 1904, from a height of 2 m, striking
the surface of his internal knee on an iron vessel (~Fig. 2).
The same disease was described 3 years later by the German
surgeon Alfred Stieda (1869-1945). Since then, this disorder
worldwide is referred to as Pellegrini-Stieda disease.® It is of
note, however, that this type of ossification was also reported
in 1905 by the German author Alban Kéhler in a radiographic
atlas.?

After a very successful and rewarding career, Professor
Augusto Pellegrini died on June 11, 1958, in Chiari. The city

Fig. 2 Radiograph from Pellegrini’s original publication on ossifica-
tion of the medial collateral ligament, later designated as Pellegrini-
Stieda disease (open license).

hospital dedicated a bronze bust to him in the entrance
hall.3
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