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We appreciate the considerations made regarding out our
article. Our aim was to present a series of cases of athletes
submitted to upper tibial osteotomy surgery and to analyze
their return to sport compared with the preoperative level.
Because it is a specific audience attended by a center
specialized in athletes, the authors found the work and
publication pertinent.

The literature is relatively scarce on this subject. Hoorntje
et al.,1 in 2017, conducted a systematic review on the subject
and found only 18 studies in theworld literature on return to
sport after high tibial osteotomy.

In relation to the criticism presented, we carried out a
bibliographic search of articles and journals exclusively

indexed in the Medline/PubMed database, not performing
an extensive search on other search engines and databases,
since this was not the purpose of our research and publica-
tion. That is the reason the following article is not included in
the references and was not used for our research: De Car-
valho Jr et al.2 “Physical Activity after High Tibial Osteotomy
for Treatment of Medial Compartment Knee Osteoarthritis”,
Rheumatology (Sunnyvale) 2016;6:2. http://dx.doi.org/
10.4172/2161-1149.1000200; since it is not in the database
used.

The authors used only the PubMed platform trying to
obtain the most reliable publication in the literature, avoid-
ing even studies of predatory literature. In the article
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“Readers beware! Predatory journals are infiltrating citation
databases”Anna Severin et al., 2019,3 International Journal of
Public Health, the PubMed and Scopus platforms are the
most reliable for searching for literature and avoiding pred-
atory literature.

Regarding the aforementioned work (De Carvalho Jr
et al.),2 it does present a very relevant sample with 174
patients submitted to the procedure of high tibial osteotomy
and subsequent analysis on the return to sports activities;
however, unfortunately, it was published in a journal not
indexed by the platforms we used and does not appear in the
systematic review that was reported in our article.

Usually, in systematic reviews, the search engine is
broader, more extensive, comprising several databases; not
being, once again, the focus of our publication.

Four Brazilian papers were cited, two published in the
Acta Ortopédica Brasileira and two in the Revista Brasileira
de Ortopedia: Avakian et al4 and Saggin et al.,5Mello Junior et
al.,6 Gomes et al.,7 stimulating and using the national litera-
ture, contrasting the above in the criticism performed and in
the cited publication - Giordano et al.8 (Rev Bras Ortop
2021;56(2):154–160), “Brazilian authors do not mention
Brazilian authors: Nothing has changed since 1994”.
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