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This Editorial marks a slight deviation from our standard
editorial, typically announcing our newest Impact Factor and
other journal metrics as part of our yearly welcome editorial.
This change has been initiated in recognition of the move
away from print publication toward an increased online
presence. Accordingly, this Editorial is being published be-
fore our standard yearly Welcome Editorial, which always
publishes with the first issue of the year. With this Editorial, I
have also decided to share additional journal metrics with
the readership.

2020 STH Impact Factor

The latest Impact Factor for STH, as for all journals with an
Impact Factor, was announced in early July of 2021, which
was for the year 2020. The 2020 Impact Factor for STH was
4.180, which marks a substantive increase over the 2019
Impact Factor, which was 2.892. The 2019 Impact Factor, in
turn, represented a significant decrease from our 2018
Impact Factor of 3.401. For the interest of the readership, I
have provided a figure outlining the STH Impact Factor from
2003 to 2020 (=Fig. 1). The 2020 Impact Factor of 4.180 is
higher than that of most previous years. Although I would
love to take full credit for this extraordinary result of behalf of
the Editorial Team, I need to clarify some changes to how the
IF was calculated for 2020. First, whereas data usually
reflects dates of final (e.g., print) publication, a change was
instigated for 2020 to include dates of online publication,
which for most journals occur several months ahead of final
print versions. These are called eFirst articles for STH and
are available @ https://www.thieme-connect.com/products/
ejournals/issue/eFirst/10.1055/s-00000077. Second, addi-
tional journals have been included in the database used for
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generating 2020 Impact Factors, meaning additional citation
potential for these journals. In short, one could have pre-
dicted an increase in Impact Factor for most journals in 2020.
So, be wary of journals quoting an increased Impact Factor
for 2020 without additional clarification.

I have included here another figure which compares the
impact factor changes across several thrombosis and hemo-
stasis focused journals (=Fig. 2). The change from 2019 to
2020 is shown in =Fig. 2A, and the change from 2018 to 2019
is shown in =Fig. 2B. In general, most thrombosis and
hemostasis focused journals showed an increase in Impact
Factor from 2019 to 2020 but showed a reduction in Impact
Factor from 2018 to 2019. Thus, the 2020 Impact Factor
appears in part to be applying a kind of Impact Factor
adjustment. So, clearly, STH was not alone in showing an
increase in Impact Factor in 2020. Nevertheless, the percent
increase of 44.5% in 2020 compared with 2019 was higher
than most of the comparison journals. Thus, the Editorial
team should be congratulated for this outcome.

As a further indication of specific STH related “improve-
ment,” STH was ranked 28/76 in the Hematology category of
the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in 2020, com-
pared with 36/76 in 2019. Similarly, STH was ranked 21/65 in
the Peripheral Vascular Disease category of the SCIE in 2020,
compared with 26/65 in 2019.

It is important to also note that the increase in Impact
Factor for 2020 is not related to an increase in citations of
COVID-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) material. Although
STH has now published two separate issues on COVID-19
in thrombosis and hemostasis, this material was published in
the years 2020 and 2021, and so would not count toward
the 2020 Impact Factor. However, the material published in
2020 will count toward the 2021 Impact Factor, and thus will
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Fig. 1 The Impact Factor for Seminars in Thrombosis and Hemostasis from 2003 to 2020.
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Fig. 2 The change in impact factor for Seminars in Thrombosis
and Hemostasis and seven other journals focused on thrombosis
and hemostasis between 2020 and 2019 (A) and between 2019
and 2018 (B). There were more “rises” than “falls” in 2020 impact
factors, and more “falls” than “rises” in 2019 impact factors,
amongst eight journals publishing in thrombosis and

hemostasis.

expectedly lead to retention of a high Impact Factors for
thrombosis and hemostasis journals, including STH, given
COVID-19 publications are both popular and well cited.

As typical done for my annual Impact Factor editorial, I
also assess the trends for self-citations, and this continues
to reflect positively for recent data (~Fig. 3). In any case,

the Impact Factor is only one of the several markers of
journal “quality” that we should consider, and the limi-
tations of any individual marker (including the Impact
Factor) as a “quality” indicator, have previously been
discussed.>*

Most Highly Cited Papers Contributing to
the 2020 STH Impact Factor

As I also do annually, the highest cited (2018/2019 pub-
lished) contributions®>~*® from this journal are also listed
in =Table 1 for the potential interest of the readership and
contributing authors. This Table identifies STH publica-
tions that most contributed to the 2020 Impact Factor, and
each were cited six or more times in the Impact Factor
database literature in 2020. For those interested, the
current listing can be compared with those of the most
recently published top downloaded article listings from
STH, the basis of the Eberhard F. Mammen “Most Popular”
awards.#7-48
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Fig. 3 Percentage of self-citations for Seminars in Thrombosis &
Hemostasis in recent years—aiming for less.
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Several papers that I will highlight in particular:

(1) the most highly cited paper by the team of Laridan,
Martinod, and De Meyer just missed being awarded
one of the 2021 Most Popular awards.*®

(2) the original study by Russo and colleagues'® was also
in the most highly cited listing from last year*® and
was also awarded one of the 2020 Most Popular
awards*’; Dr Russo and team also have two other
papers identified in the current most popular list-
ing'322; the first being what I call a hybrid paper,
including some original data and also a review of the
literature, and the other being a review.

(3) several papers on the listing (~Table 1) were from my
long-time collaborator and friend Prof Giuseppe
Lippi9,1 1 ,37;

(4) the highly cited paper by Kumar, Cowley, and Davis’ was
also awarded one of the 2020 Most Popular awards*’;

(5) the paper by Gosselin and Marlar?® was also awarded
one of the 2021 Most Popular awards.*3

Thus, it is pleasing that there is a kind of concordance
between popularity (as assessed by article downloads)*’+48
and a paper’s “impact” (as judged by the number of
citations; =Table 1). It was also pleasing to see that there
were several original studies or “hybrid” publications includ-
ed in the listing.n’m’18 As noted in a separate Editorial,”®
although STH does publish original studies, this type of
publication is limited to approximately 10 such papers per
year, and these require additional oversight in the form of
non-STH Board peer review, which occurs in addition to our
standard STH-Board peer review.

Several issues of the journal are also worthy of highlight-
ing as most contributing to the 2020 Impact Factor. The four
most highly contributing issues,®'° both in terms of total
and average Impact Factor contributions, were:

1. Editorial Compilation VI. Guest Editors: Emmanuel ]J.
Favaloro, Giuseppe Lippi.”' Included the most highly cited
paper’ and three other papers in the top listing
in ~Table 1.1432:36

2. Editorial Compilation VII. Guest Editors: Emmanuel J.
Favaloro, Giuseppe Lippi.°? Included five papers in the
top listing (~Table 1).%10.16.25.34

3. Emerging Paradigms of Thrombosis and Cancer (Part I):
The yin yang Relationship between Thrombosis and Can-
cer.”? Guest Editors: Hau C. Kwaan, Paul F. Lindholm. Also
included five papers in the top listing
(»Table 1).12,26,27,38,44

4. Perturbation of Hemostatic Function by Nonbiologic Sur-
faces.> Guest Editors: Hau C. Kwaan, Jun Teruya. Three
papers in the top listing (~Table 1).51>%1

The other issues of STH published in 2018 or 2019 with
three or more papers listed in ~Table 1 were:

1. Extrahemostatic Functions of Platelets and Coagulation
Factors. Guest Editors: Roger J.S. Preston, Ton Lisman.”®

2. Editorial Compilation V. Guest Editors: Emmanuel J. Fava-
loro, Giuseppe Lippi.”®

3. Recent Advances in Thrombosis and Hemostasis—Part III.
Guest Editor: Sam Schulman.®’

4. Emergent Paradigms of Thrombosis and Cancer (Part II):
More on Thrombosis and Cancer. Guest Editors: Hau C.
Kwaan, Paul F. Lindholm.?®

5. Molecular and Genetic Testing in Thrombosis and Hemo-
stasis. Guest Editors: David J. Rabbolini, Maha Othman.>®

It is therefore also pleasing to continue to see that non-
themed compilation issues,®'>2>%57 publishing primarily
unsolicited papers accepted for publication after peer re-
view, continue to do as well as themed issues,>>™>>°8>9
publishing primarily solicited papers accepted for publica-
tion after peer review.

As added detail, I have also included in =Table 1 a ranking
for overall citations (i.e., including citations not used for 2020
Impact Factor calculations [i.e., including citations in years
other than 2020]), and also comparison data using citation
rankings from the Scopus database (https://www.scopus.
com), which counts citations using a different publication
database.

Metrics around Publication Acceptance
Rates

I thought this editorial would also provide an opportunity to
share some metrics around submission and acceptance rates
for unsolicited manuscripts. As previously noted, STH now
publishes a mixture of themed and non-themed “composite”
issues.® All issues of STH contain around 10 full articles each,
for a total of approximately 80 full articles per year (total 8
issues/year). The vast majority of full articles published in
STH are reviews, in keeping with our past publication histo-
ry. However, as we move somewhat away from a purely
themed-issue concept, STH now also publishes unsolicited
material, including original studies, although these are lim-
ited to a maximum of around 10 per year (or approximately
10-15% of full article content). Moreover, original studies are
more likely to be published in the non-themed “composite”
issues, and more likely to reflect unsolicited material. In
contrast, most content in the themed issues would represent
solicited material, and thus mostly reviews. Of course, some
original papers may form a very small component of themed
issues, and indeed could originate from unsolicited material.
Irrespective, what this all means is that STH receives around
equal numbers of unsolicited reviews and original studies,
but original studies are more likely to be declined.

Some data from 2018 to 2020 is shown in =Figs. 4
to 6. =Figure 4 identifies the trends for papers published
in STH over the years 2015 to 2020 inclusive. As shown, STH
publishes approximately 10 full papers per issue, for 8 issues
a year, for a total approximately 80 papers/year. The range
over the past 5 years is as expected, or around 80 to 100 full
papers per year. Most are reviews, and very few are original
studies or “hybrid” papers. Thus, STH has published from 6 to
16 original papers per year from 2015 to 2020 (average 10.7),
with this representing an overall average of 13.5% of all full
papers published over these years (range 7.6-17.4%). STH
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also publishes a Preface with most issues, as well as a few
Editorials per year. STH also publishes a few Letters to the
Editor (“Correspondence”) per year (average 8.0), mostly
within the non-themed composite issues that I guest edit
with Prof. Lippi. 2020 was an unusual year in that STH also
published several Commentaries in the COVID-19 issue
(noted within the “Other” category in =Fig. 4).

~Figure 5 identifies the number of unsolicited items
received for consideration for publication in STH per year
for original studies, reviews, and correspondence. As clearly
shown, STH is receiving an increasing number of unsolicited
items per year, with similar numbers of reviews and original
studies. The year 2020 saw a big jump also in Letters to the
Editor (“Correspondence”) received.

¥
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Fig. 6 Annual trends analysis 3: percentage of respective unsolicited
items from =Fig. 5 published in Seminars in Thrombosis & Hemostasis
by year from 2015 to 2020 for reviews, full original study articles, and
Letters to the Editor (“Correspondence”).

~Figure 6 identifies the percentage of the unsolicited
items received from =Fig. 5 that are finally accepted for
publication after peer review. This data needs to be contex-
tualized also with the numbers shown in =Fig. 4. For exam-
ple, we published 100% of Correspondences received in 2015
and 2016, but only published a single Letter to the Editor in
2015 and only five such letters in 2016. As the numbers of
Correspondences received per year have increased, the per-
centage of Correspondences accepted has fallen, and in 2020,
STH only published approximately 70% of those received.
Currently, STH declines around 50% of unsolicited reviews,
and over 80% of unsolicited original studies (~Fig. 6).

The final figure that I will share is =Fig. 7, which shows
both the number of issues of STH published per year, as well
as the number of pages published per year. STH began in
1974 with the journal publishing two issues per year, under
the direction of the Founding Editor in Chief, Eberhard F.
Mammen, and published just 210 pages in that first year. The
journal moved to publishing four issues per year from the
following year, 1975, with around 300 to 400 pages per year.
The growth of the journal continued with a move to six issues
per year from 1996, with 500 to 700 pages per year. The final
change was a move to eight issues per year in 2006, with over
800 pages published per year. 2020 identifies a landmark
year in which the journal published over 1,000 pages.

This leads me to “anniversaries”. The year 2006, in addi-
tion to marking a move to eight issues per year, marked my
first year of editorial association with the journal, then as a
“Regional Editor” covering the Asia-Pacific region. This posi-
tion was short lived, as Eberhard Mammen, the then Editor in
Chief, passed away a few years later, in 2008,%? and thus I was
asked by the Publisher to take over the role of Editor in Chief
from 2009. The year 2023 will mark the 50™ year of STH
publication. Just as we did for the 40™ year anniversary in
2014,%152 we will aim to again provide one to two historical
issues to celebrate this landmark. These will be published in
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Fig. 7 Number of pages (left y-axis) and number of issues (right y-axis) published in Seminars in Thrombosis & Hemostasis per year by years 1974

to 2020.

either 2023 (50th year of publication) or 2024 (official 50th
“birthday”). 2024 will also mark my decade and a half
association with the journal as Editor in Chief, an event
reflecting a kind of half-way point in comparison to Eberhard
Mammen, who steered STH as Editor in Chief for some
34 years.

Conflict of Interest
None declared.
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