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Abstract

        

          
Objective This study aimed to investigate the fetal atrioventricular conduction system in intrahepatic cholestasis of pregnancy (ICP) by measuring the fetal mechanical PR interval and to explore the significance of predicting the severity of the disease.

        

          
Study Design Forty pregnant women diagnosed with ICP, classified as severe and mild, and 40 healthy pregnant women participated in the study. Fetal mechanical PR interval was calculated, and fetal mechanical PR interval and neonatal outcome were compared between the groups. The relationship between the mechanical PR interval and the severity of ICP was analyzed.

        

          
Results The fetal mechanical PR interval was significantly longer in the ICP group than in the control group (p < 0.005). Likewise, laboratory parameters such as transaminases (alanine aminotransferase [ALT], aspartate aminotransferase [AST]) and total bilirubin levels were significantly higher in the ICP group (p < 0.005).There were no statistically significant differences in the fetal complications. There was a positive correlation between the severity of disease and fetal PR interval.

        

          
Conclusion A prolonged fetal mechanical PR interval in fetuses of mothers with ICP was demonstrated in this study. It was also shown that there was a positive correlation between fetal PR interval and severity of the disease. The study concluded that fetal mechanical PR interval measurement can be used to predict the severity of disease in ICP.
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