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Abstract


Upper extremity deep vein thrombosis (UEDVT) is less common than lower extremity DVT (LEDVT) and consequently less well characterized. This study compared clinical characteristics and 1-year outcomes between 438 UEDVT patients and 7,602 LEDVT patients recruited in the GARFIELD-VTE registry. UEDVT patients were significantly more likely to have a central venous catheter than those with LEDVT (11.5% vs. 0.5%; p < 0.0001), and had a higher rate of active cancer (16.2%) or recent hospitalization (19.4%) compared with LEDVT patients (8.7% and 11.2%, respectively). Nearly all patients with UEDVT and LEDVT were initiated on anticoagulant therapy, which was a direct oral anticoagulant in one-third individuals in both groups. At 3, 6, and 12 months, the proportion of UEDVT and LEDVT patients who were receiving anticoagulant therapy was 82.6 and 87.4%, 66.0 and 72.6%, and 45.7 and 54.6%, respectively. In the UEDVT and LEDVT groups, VTE recurrence rate was 4.0 (95% confidence interval [CI], 2.4–6.7) and 5.5 (95% CI, 4.9–6.1) per 100 person-years, respectively; major bleed was noted in 1.3 (95% CI, 0.6–3.2) and 1.6 (95% CI, 1.3–1.9) per 100 person-years and all-cause mortality in 9.7 (95% CI, 7.1–13.4) and 6.7 (95% CI, 6.1–7.3) per 100 person-years, respectively. Hence, risk of recurrence was similar in the two groups whereas all-cause mortality was significantly higher in the UEDVT group than the LEDVT group (p = 0.0338). This latter finding was likely due to the high prevalence of cancer in the UEDVT group.
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The GARFIELD-VTE Registry is an independent academic research initiative sponsored by the Thrombosis Research Institute (London, United Kingdom) and supported by an unrestricted research grant from Bayer Pharma AG (Berlin, Germany).
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