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Summary


Hemophilia A is a clotting disorder that is due to reduced or absent coagulation factor VIII (FVIII) activity. In approximately 25% of people with severe hemophilia A, standard treatment with intravenous plasma-derived or recombinant FVIII (rFVIII) induces anti-FVIII antibodies that inhibit FVIII activity (inhibitors). We describe the development of a rat model to study the formation of inhibitors. Immunization of rats with human rFVIII in adjuvant induced an anti-human rFVIII antibody response characteristic of an anti-FVIII inhibitor response in hemophilia A patients. The rats exhibited a rapid, polyclonal secondary antibody response to human rFVIII. These antibodies were reactive against epitopes located in the heavy and light chains. All the rFVIII-immunized rats developed antibodies against the FVIII C2 domain, a region of major reactivity in hemophilia A patients with inhibitors. Furthermore, competition ELISAs demonstrated that rat and human anti-FVIII antibodies recognized identical or overlapping epitopes of the FVIII molecule. The rat anti-FVIII antibodies also functioned as human FVIII inhibitors with titers ranging from 120 to 2048 Bethesda Units (B.U.). We propose that this rat model may be useful to investigate immune responses to FVIII and may lead to better therapies for FVIII inhibitors.
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