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A YouTube repository of Keynote and In-
augural Addresses is being tested at https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw9K-
8MaSa0Q9ODGjzpLvKOFs1GAPapV2d 
which is intended to be the prime repository 
for video materials. Copies of Videos can 
be sent directly to: neachoribo@gmail.com 
or shared with us through Drop box ID: 
neachoribo@gmail.com 
Nutefe Elikplim Achoribo (Coordinator 
work set Two)

Suggested playlists are Engineering for 
Change, Masterclass sessions, Health Infor-
matics Research, Health Informatics Africa, 
What is Health Informatics?, keynotes, and 
inaugural addresses. It is hoped that HELI-
NA events will stream into this repository.

HELINA Nursing Special Interest Group 
(NSIG) Report
The HELINA Nursing Special Interest 
Group (NSIG) was established by HELINA 
(The Pan African Health Informatics Asso-
ciation - www.helina-online.org) in April 
2016 from the Southern Africa Nursing 
Informatics SIG.

The group has a LinkedIn site https://www.
linkedin.com/groups/8369314 for commu-
nication and is represented on the IMIA-NI 

General Assembly by Professor Graham 
Wright who is a fellowship member of IMIA-
NI. The group has been awarded the honour 
of organising the IMIA-NI 2018 congress in 
South Africa and suggested the title “Trans-
formation through Implementation Science: 
using information to improve patient care”. 

The format was expected to be different 
from a normal IMIA-NI congress and based 
on four colloquiums, each of which consists 
of a 90 minute research based presentation, 
followed by 30 minutes of questions. In ad-
dition, there will be a paper stream for expert 
and neophyte presenters with the latter being 
supported by the HELINA Education WG to 
prepare papers. After substantial effort by 
the team, it was agreed with the IMIA-NI 
not to pursue the event until the Board has 
undertaken significant review of the “lite” 
design of the congress. 

The group is still exploring funding op-
portunities to run a colloquium and will be 
helping to organise the Nursing Informatics 
sessions at HELINA 2017 in Burundi. Elec-
tronic links on YouTube and LinkedIn have 
been set up to provide initial contact infor-
mation https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbmuqGQdZORnhx7LVf50HEw
www.linkedin.com/groups/8369314

Journal of Health Informatics in Africa 
(JHIA)
JHIA has published a new issue in December 
2016 with papers in French and English. 
According to the editor, Dalenca Pottas, the 
topics dealt with in the papers are varied yet 
common in striving to build on and improve 
capacity in resource constrained settings, 
whether for health care practitioners, he-
althcare institutions, or within communities. 
A special issue with best papers of the up-
coming HELINA 2017 conference will be 
published in July 2017.
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IMIA-LAC 
Health Informatics Association for 
Latin-America and Caribbean
1   Membership of IMIA-LAC
To date, 12 medical informatics societies 
constitute the Federation of Health Infor-
matics for Latin America and Caribbean: 
Argentina (AAIM, Hospital Italiano), 
Bolivia (SOBOTIM), Brazil (SBISS), 
Colombia (ACIESA), Costa Rica (MoH), 
Chile (ACHISA), Cuba (MoH/SCIM), El 
Salvador (IMHS), Mexico (AMIM), Peru 
(SOPTIS), Puerto Rico (SHILAC) and 
Uruguay (SUIS). 

2   IMIA-LAC Board Meetings
The Region is working to consolidate its 
governance and improve its viability. IMIA-
LAC has societies which work on their 
local objectives, and share with its peers 

capabilities and experiences. Infolac, the 
official event of our organization received 
sponsorship from the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) through the Cuban 
Minister of Health. After many, prolonged 
negotiations, finally an official proposal from 
the Cuban Society of Medical Informatics 
and the Ministry of Health to host Infolac 
2018 in March 2018 has been issued and 
was approved by the IMIA-LAC Board. 
IMIA-LAC will work with the different 
regional societies to incentivize academic 
participation, collaboration with other re-
gions and societies, and to integrate regional 
working works.

The current IMIA-LAC Board includes:
President: Dr. Amado Espinosa (AMIM)
President-elected: Dr. Claudio Giulliano 
(SBISS)
Secretary: Dr. Erika Caballero (ACHISA)
Treasurer: Dr. Carol Hullin (ACHISA)

3   Members‘ Activities 2016-2017
Argentina
Sept 6-8, 2016, the Asociación Argentina 
de Informática Médica (AAIM), the Asoci-
ación HL7 Argentina, Sociedad Argentina 
de Bioingeniería (SABI), and the Sociedad 
Argentina de Informática (SADIO) hosted 
the Congress on Health Informatics CAIS 
2016. More than 300 people linked to the 
field of health and technology attended in the 
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires.

In this latest CAIS event, emphasis was 
given to the newest advances in information 
technology available to health care organiza-
tions that are designed to increase the produc-
tivity of the health care team and improve the 
quality of health care processes.

To fulfill this objective, the various de-
velopments and applications of Information 
Technology (ICTs) were reviewed, which 
were strengthened by working in an integrated 
way through interoperability and the adoption 
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of standards that allow the exchange of infor-
mation between The different applications 
and systems used in the context of health care 
organizations.

At the University Institute of the Italian 
Hospital and the Standards Association, the 
organizations celebrated their Symposium 
of ICT in Healthcare where the Department 
of Health Informatics together with experts 
from government, hospitals, companies, and 
associations shared their experiences with 
each other and international participants. 
Academic involvement was outstanding and 
the participation of the medical informatics 
students was lively. 

Brazil
The Brazilian Congress on Health Infor-
matics (CBIS) is the main national event in 
the area, conducted biennially by the Brazili-
an Society of Health Informatics (SBIS) sin-
ce 1986. It promotes the debate of current is-
sues, particularly on resources, devices, and 
methods to optimize the storage, retrieval, 
and management of biomedical information 
in the context of the different scenarios such 
as Health Information Systems, Electronic 
Patient Record, Telemedicine, Decision Sup-
port Systems, Signal Processing Biological, 
Medical Image Processing, Internet Health, 
and Health Information Standardization.

In its 15th edition, the CBIS 2016 was 
held from November 27 to 30, in Goiânia - 
Goiás, through a partnership between SBIS 
and the Federal University of Goiás. The cen-
tral theme was “Transforming Health “. For 
this, the event counted on the participation 
of active actors in the process of construction 
of the National e-Health to strengthening the 
National Health Information and Informatics 

Policy. The meeting constituted an important 
investment in narrowing the gap between 
educational institutions and the recognized 
class entities in several governmental priority 
areas for health and information technology 
(IT). Advances in health in an increasingly 
technological world with a look in the past, 
present, and future received a special focus 
during the congress with the challenges in 
human resource development as a special 
sub-topic.

Cuba
After the hard, dedicated work from our Cu-
ban colleges, we received the support of the 
Cuban health authorities to host Infolac 2018 
in La Habana, 16-20th April 2018. The con-
ference will be organized together with the 
Ministry of Public Health, the Cuban Society 
of Medical Informatics, and the Academy 
of Informatics. The Pan American Health 
Organization has already congratulated our 
colleges in Cuba and offered their support

Mexico
A new collaboration between AMIM and the 
VP for eHealth from the Industry Chamber 
of ICT was kicked off with an active agenda 
of collaboration to support international 
standards for the electronic medical record, 
to advance the integration of medical devices 
projects, and to integrate device data into 
the ECE formats, and to train professionals 
from both organizations in the details of the 
joint domains. 

Nursing Informatics Group
The Mexican Medical Informatics Associati-
on has been honored to host the organization 
of NI2018 light Conference in Mexico. The 

conference will help to foster the further de-
velopment of the Mexican Chapter of NI with 
the support of the most important authorities 
of the healthcare sector. The conference will 
be held in June 2018 in Guadalajara, Jal.4. 

4   IGF
IMIA-LAC was represented during the 10th 
meeting of the Internet Governance Forum, 
where representatives from different inter-
national NGO met to discuss the challenges 
that the internet adoption means. Healthcare 
will be one of the sectors with the fastest 
growth in terms of digital transformation and 
introduction of the internet to the healthcare 
services. Academia, government, and indus-
try engaged during this conference in an 
intensive collaboration to avoid gaps among 
the economies of the countries represented.

5   Institutional Relationships
After AMIA 2016, a formal process of col-
laboration among the IMIA-LAC working 
groups was organized. The AMIA president 
Doug Fridsma expressed interest in finding 
areas of collaboration. These areas will be 
further elaborated during the year together 
with the members of the region.

A formal meeting to define the agenda 
with EFMI will be organized in June 2017 
during a meeting to prepare the first draft 
in Mexico. 
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