238

Editorial

Hot Topic

Non-factor replacement therapies

in hemophilia
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Novel non-factor replacement therapeutic
strategies for patients with hemophilia
have become reality and are now being
tested in clinical trials (1, 2). Thus, we are
facing the beginning of a new era in hemo-
philia care (3).

In this edition of Himostaseologie -
Progress in Haemostasis, the Journal’s novel
category “Reviewed & Commented” that
was introduced in issue 3/2016 (4) is now
being continued. Tiede reports on person-
ally selected highlights of the recent ISTH
congress in Berlin (5). The subject matter is
again groundbreaking advances in hemo-
philia care by non-factor replacement strat-
egies.

Two novel agents are in focus:

e emicizumab, a FVIIla-mimetic bispe-
cific antibody, targeting FIXa and FX,
thereby exerting FVIII cofactor activity,
and

o fitusiran, a small interfering ribonucleic
acid (siRNA), inducing antithrombin si-
lencing.
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The use of those novel agents and the re-
sults of two highlight communications (6,
7) presented at the ISTH 2017 and simulta-
neously published in the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine are carefully reviewed and
critically commented by the author with
regard to adverse effects of the agents, spe-
cifically their thromboembolic potential
(5).

I am grateful to Andreas Tiede for his con-
tribution and for sharing his personal view
on this subject matter with our readers.
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