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Abstract


A 40-year-old man with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), and hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection was referred for evaluation of abnormal liver enzyme activities. The patient was maintained on antiretroviral therapy for HIV as well as medication to suppress HBV and had previously undergone treatment for HCV with durable sustained virologic response. The patient was clinically well without any symptoms or evidence of liver decompensation. Laboratory findings were notable for aminotransferase activities in the 200 to 225 U/L range that had been persistent for several months. An extensive workup for the etiology of the aminotransferase elevation ensued. Imaging studies showed no evidence of biliary obstruction. Serology revealed negative autoantibodies, negative serum HCV-RNA, and low level HBV-DNA by polymerase chain reaction. Further testing revealed positive hepatitis delta virus (HDV) antibody and positive HDV RNA in the serum. A percutaneous liver biopsy was performed to further elucidate the cause of the elevated aminotransferase activities. Based on histology, serology, and clinical presentation, a diagnosis of chronic HDV infection was made. HDV infection should be considered in patients with known chronic viral hepatitis B with low viral load, who present with worsening liver function or elevation in aminotransferase activities.
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