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Abstract: A concise total synthesis of (±)-asteriscunolide C has
been described involving an intramolecular Horner–Wittig–Em-
mons olefination and a late-stage ring-closing metathesis to con-
struct the strained 11-membered ring with one Z- and two E-
configured double bonds. The synthesis is executed in 14 steps and

9% overall yield.
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This Letter has been retracted by the authors upon request of the Editorial Board for reasons of significant content 
overlap with a parallel submission to another journal.1 
The Editorial Board recognizes that, had the submission to Chem. Commun. (submitted five weeks prior to this Synlett 
manuscript), been referenced and its contents disclosed, the striking similarities between the chiral (Chem. Commun.) 
and racemic (Synlett) syntheses would have been noted and the Synlett Letter would not have been accepted for 
publication. 

(1) A 12-membered to a strained 11-membered ring: first stereoselective total synthesis of (−)-asteriscunolide C, Fernandes, R. A.; 

Chavan, V. P. Chem. Commun. 2013, 49, 3354.
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