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When Thieme Publishers decided to replace the existing editorial body by new editors in 2006/2007, yet preserving some continuity by asking the former associate editor to become responsible editor, the new team of editors was challenged by a large backlog of manuscripts, which after acceptance were waiting to be copy-edited and to be published. This large number of pending manuscripts may have been the result of a discrepancy between the number of accepted manuscripts in 2006 and before and the number of published papers per year ([Table 1]). One strategic step to increase the number of papers per volume was Thieme's decision in 2006 to publish 12 issues instead of 10 per year.


          
            Table 1 Status of Manuscripts 2005–2009.
          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
              
                
                  
                
                
                  
                    2005
                  
                
                
                  
                    2006
                  
                
                
                  
                    2007
                  
                
                
                  
                    2008
                  
                
                
                  
                    2009
                  
                
              
            
            
              
                
                  * These numbers only refer to the manuscripts submitted during the first three quarters of 2009 with a final decision
                
              
            
            
              
                
                  
                    submitted manuscripts
                  
                
                
                  342
                
                
                  366
                
                
                  289
                
                
                  362
                
                
                  319*
                
              
              
                
                  
                    accepted manuscripts
                  
                
                
                  136
                
                
                  160
                
                
                  86
                
                
                  124
                
                
                  84*
                
              
              
                
                  
                    acceptance rate [%]
                  
                
                
                  40.0
                
                
                  44.1
                
                
                  30.4
                
                
                  33.7
                
                
                  26.3*
                
              
            
          
        

The almost coincident introduction of online submissions and of all related processes (reviews etc.) via Manuscript Central certainly has accelerated the compilation of all manuscripts from first submission to final decision, but there was still a great gap of time between acceptance and publication. As a consequence to overcome this hardly acceptable situation, the editors decided to update the formal system of acceptance criteria, which also improved the quality of the IJSM. This finally resulted in a significant drop of accepted papers from 2007 until now ([Table 1]). It appears that the acceptance rate has stabilized at around 30% of all submitted papers, even if the final data for 2009 are not yet available.

We were curious about the development of the processing time between acceptance and publication and therefore undertook a comparative evaluation over the last three years. As a random sample, the papers published in the January (No.1) issues of 2008, 2009, and 2010 were looked up to ascertain the month of acceptance, of eFirst publication, and of publication in printed version (issue 1 of each respective year). For 2008, 15 papers were included [2]
          [5]
          [11]
          [18]
          [20]
          [21]
          [24]
          [26]
          [27]
          [29]
          [30]
          [33]
          [34]
          [37]
          [38]; 11 papers were published in the no. 1 issue of 2009 [1]
          [3]
          [6]
          [7]
          [8]
          [9]
          [12]
          [13]
          [19]
          [28]
          [35]; the respective issue in 2010 included 12 papers [4]
          [10]
          [14]
          [15]
          [16]
          [17]
          [22]
          [23]
          [25]
          [31]
          [32]
          [36]. For the calculation of the mean values ([Table 2]
), paper [18] was excluded, because that covered a topic of high and actual interest deserving rapid and priority publication (accepted 11/2007 and published 1/2008, see [Fig. 1]).


          


            
Fig. 1 Month of acceptance and of eFirst publication for the papers (n=15) published in printed version in the January issue of 2008.

        


          
            Table 2 Average period [months] from acceptance of manuscripts to publication eFirst or to print publication (cf. Figs. 1, 2, 3).
          
            
            
            
            
            
              
                
                  
                    printed in No.1 issue of
                  
                
                
                  
                    2008
                  
                
                
                  
                    2009
                  
                
                
                  
                    2010
                  
                
              
            
            
              
                
                  
                    acceptance – eFirst
                  
                
                
                  11.9
                
                
                  2.5
                
                
                  3.8
                
              
              
                
                  
                    acceptance – print
                  
                
                
                  15.6
                
                
                  7.6
                
                
                  4.7
                
              
            
          
        

While the average paper printed in 1/2008 had to wait virtually one year after acceptance to be published online and more than 15 months to appear in print, these periods of time could be shortened considerably for the papers published in print in 1/2009 and 1/2010 ([Table 2]). The somewhat longer period from acceptance to print publication in 2008 can probably be explained by the fact that a backlog of manuscripts was still waiting for printing, but the data for 2010 speak in favour of a considerably shortened time from acceptance to both, eFirst (4.7mo) and print (3.8mo) publication. The success of the editors’ policy in this respect is visually depicted in [Figs. 1], [2], [3], it becomes apparent that there is even a recent tendency for the publication in print to almost coincide with eFirst publication.


          


            
Fig. 2 Month of acceptance and of eFirst publication for the papers (n=11) published in printed version in the January issue of 2009.

        


          


            
Fig. 3 Month of acceptance and of eFirst publication for the papers (n=12) published in printed version in the January issue of 2010.

        

How could publishing process be accelerated even more? After acceptance, each manuscript goes through copy editing for language polishing, correction of some spelling or formatting errors, that hardly takes a month. Upon completion of the manuscript in print setting, the authors receive the galley proofs for last corrections and final approval. In our experience, these corrections sometimes delay the final publication, because some authors do not give this work sufficient priority. Rapid publication of manuscripts is desirable for both the authors’ and the journal's reputation. Continuing this practice ensures the rapid distribution of new scientific findings.

We hope that scientists considering IJSM for publication appreciate the new rigor placed on manuscript evaluation and how the alteration by the editors works to their benefit. Time to publication is now shortened from more than a year to blank which we feel is a positive aspect of the journal.
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