
EDITORIAL 

Thanks to the journal Neuropadia- 
trie, we have here a t  our immediate 
disposal the abstracts of the 1979 Meet- 
ing of the European Federation of 
Child Neurology Societies in Brussels, 
the 5th of a series of Symposiums ini- 
tiated and inspired by Ronald Mac 
Keith. 

This Conference covers a variety of 
topics, including diseases affecting the 
brain before birth, blindness and oculo- 
motor disorders, the results and hazards 
of radiotherapic and chemotherapic 
treatment of brain tumors, and the in- 
tricate problems of diagnosis and clas- 
sification of chronic polyneuropathies. 

On  the whole, these conditions ac- 
count for an important proportion of 
mental, motor and sensory handicaps in 
childhood. Although some progress has 
recently been made, much remains to be 
learned in these matters. 

In this way the subjects discussed at 
this meeting can be said to  illustrate 
two of the main characteristics of neu- 
rological disorders in childhood which 
justify the autonomy of Pediatric Neu- 
rology and account for its present vit- 

ality, namely that they represent a 
central problem in child health, and 
also constitute a field still vastly open 
to research. 

I t  is our hope that this mceting will 
contribute to  establish solid links be- 
tween the national and regional Neu- 
ropediatric Societies of this Federation, 
and promote further collaboration 
among them. We have tried this year to 
organize a collaborative study between 
various European Centers on one of the 
themes: the chronic p~l~neuropa th ies .  
There are indications that important 
informations have been gained from 
this effort, and we trust that this for- 
mula will proove rewarding in the 
future. 

We are grateful to the prominent 
guest speakers who have accepted to  
participate to this Conference. 

G. Lyon 
Professor at the UniversitC 
Catholique de Louvain, 
Head of the Pediatric Neurology 
Service, 
President of the E. F .  C .  N .  S .  
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